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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 060420 POSS DUPE 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 EB-08 /034 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER:LF 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 

181704Z 104714/56 

R 180334Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 060420 

FOR THEROS FROM DRAPER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, BENC, SY 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED FORD AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR PLANT 

FORD COMPANY MESSAGE TO THEROS: 

1 . QUOTE. THANKS FOR YOUR MESSAGE. PERHAPS YOU COULD 
CLARIFY THESE POINTS WHICH ARE CONTRADICTORY. ONE-DURING 
FIRST VISIT TO DAMASCUS IN JUNE 1975 I ASKED IMADY WHETHER 
DECREE 428 WAS VALID OR JUST A SMOKESCREEN. HE ASSURED ME 
THAT IT WAS A VALID DECREE AND WOULD BE A LEGAL VEHICLE FOR 
FORD TO ENTER SYRIA. HE FURTHER ASSURED ME THAT WHILE AN 
EQUIVALENT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED BY CENTRAL OFFICE DECREE 428 
WAS THE LOCAL SYRIAN VERSION AND SYRIA COULD AND WOULD ACT 
UNILATERALLY ON IT. THE SAME ASSURANCE WAS GIVEN 
AMBASSADOR MURPHY BY ASST. PRIME MINISTER HAYDAR ON MAY 
14, 1976. 

2. WE BELIEVE OUR PROPOSAL MEETS THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 060420 POSS DUPE 

IN DECREE 428 IN AS MUCH AS WE HAVE PROPOSED AN INVESTMENT 
IN THE TRACTOR BUSINESS IN SYRIA AND IN FACT DO NOT REPEAT 
NOT HAVE ANY INVESTMENT IN ISRAEL. TWO-DURING MEETING 
WITH COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF CENTRAL OFFICE ON OCT. 30, 

1976 I ASKED HIM WHETHER DECREE 428 HAS VALID. HE CON- 
FIRMED IT WAS AND THAT FORD COULD ENTER SYRIA VIA DIRECT 
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INVESTMENT BUT WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO EXPORT TO OTHER 
MARKETS. 

3. AS EXPORTS TO OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES ARE DESIRABLE BUT 
NOT ESSENTIAL TO OUR PROPOSED PROGRAM IN SYRIA WE ARE 
STILL DISPOSED TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSAL AS WRITTEN AND 
EXPORT FROM SYRIA LATER AS OPPORTUNITY IS PRESENTED. 

4. THREE-RECENT ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT IN FORM OF 
ADVICE THAT GOVERNMENT WILL AVAIL ITSELF OUR OFFER TWO 
TRACTORS FOR TEXT ON STATE FARMS IN ALEPPO. 

5. BASED ON FOREGOING PLUS CONSIDERING INVESTMENTS MADE 
IN SYRIAN EFFORT WE CONVINCED BALL CLEARLY IN IMADY'S 
COURT. 

6. THIS INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR USE WITH DR. IMADY 
AT YOUR DISCRETION. WOULD APPRECIATE REACTION TO FORE- 
GOING. THANKS IN ADVANCE. P.D. GOUGH, FORD TRACTOR, TROY 
MICHIGAN. UNQUOTE. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 060420 
ORIGIN NEA-04 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN:DEREUTHER:LF 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 

311304Z 067785/43 

R 30202 1Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 060420 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 060420 ACTION DAMASCUS 18 MAR 77 
QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 060420 
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FOR THEROS FROM DRAPER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, BENC, SY 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED FORD AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR PLANT 

FORD COMPANY MESSAGE TO THEROS: 

1 . QUOTE. THANKS FOR YOUR MESSAGE. PERHAPS YOU COULD 
CLARIFY THESE POINTS WHICH ARE CONTRADICTORY. ONE-DURING 
FIRST VISIT TO DAMASCUS IN JUNE 1975 I ASKED IMADY WHETHER 
DECREE 428 WAS VALID OR JUST A SMOKESCREEN. HE ASSURED ME 
THAT IT WAS A VALID DECREE AND WOULD BE A LEGAL VEHICLE FOR 
FORD TO ENTER SYRIA. HE FURTHER ASSURED ME THAT WHILE AN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EQUIVALENT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED BY CENTRAL OFFICE DECREE 428 
WAS THE LOCAL SYRIAN VERSION AND SYRIA COULD AND WOULD ACT 
UNILATERALLY ON IT. THE SAME ASSURANCE WAS GIVEN 
AMBASSADOR MURPHY BY ASST. PRIME MINISTER HAYDAR ON MAY 
14, 1976 

2. WE BELIEVE OUR PROPOSAL MEETS THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH 
IN DECREE 428 IN AS MUCH AS WE HAVE PROPOSED AN INVESTMENT 
IN THE TRACTOR BUSINESS IN SYRIA AND IN FACT DO NOT REPEAT 
NOT HAVE ANY INVESTMENT IN ISRAEL. TWO-DURING MEETING 
WITH COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF CENTRAL OFFICE ON OCT. 30, 

1976 I ASKED HIM WHETHER DECREE 428 HAS VALID. HE CON- 
FIRMED IT WAS AND THAT FORD COULD ENTER SYRIA VIA DIRECT 
INVESTMENT BUT WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO EXPORT TO OTHER 
MARKETS. 

3. AS EXPORTS TO OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES ARE DESIRABLE BUT 
NOT EXXENTIAL TO OUR PROPOSED PROGRAM IN SYRIA WE ARE 
STILL DISPOSED TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSAL AS WRITTEN AND 
EXPORT FROM SYRIA LATER AS OPPORTUNITY IS PRESENTED. 

4. THREE-RECENT ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT IN FORM OF 
ADVICE THAT GOVERNMENT WILL AVAI ITSELF OUR OFFER TWO 
TRACTORS FOR TEXT ON STATE FARMS IN ALEPPO. 

5. BASED ON FOREGOING PLUS CONSIDERING INVESTMENTS MADE 
IN SYRIAN EFFORT WE CONVINCED BALL CLEARLY IN IMADY'S 
COURT. 

6. THIS INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR USE WITH DR. IMADY 
AT YOUR DISCRETION. WOULD APPRECIATE REACTION TO FORE- 
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GOING. THANKS IN ADVANCE. P.D. GOUGH, FORD TRACTOR, TROY 
MICHIGAN. UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 
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